'Urticaria and angioneurotic oedema are conditions in which whealing is the basic pathological condition, and, although all wheals are not necessarily allergic, the allergic mechanism is the most common one capable of producing whealing. The allergen affects the sensitive tissues in such a way that a diffusible histamine-like substance becomes available, producing local vascular or lymphatic changes, and thus eliciting the characteristic wheal.
ALLERGY
Symptoms are said to be of allergic origin when brought about by a patient showing an exaggerated susceptibility to some substance which is innocuous to ordinary normal individuals in the amounts commonly encountered. The agents provoking these reactions ("allergens") 
